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COMMUNICATION FROM PROF. GEO. DAVIDSON. 

THE GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY OF THE PACIFIC, 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., 

March I6th, I899. 

To the Council of the Geographical Society of the Pacific, 
San Francisco, Cal. 

GENTLEMEN: 

In several Government documents the statement is made that 
the area of the Philippine Islands is something over II4,000 square 
miles. In the latest one just received it is given as II4,326 sq. m. 

The error has doubtless arisen from a hurried examination of 
the Spanish documents. 

We find in the " Guia Oficial de las Islas Filipinas, para I898; 
Publicada por la Secretarla del Gobierno General; Manila I898," 
the statement that the Archipelago comprises an area of 335,000 
square kilometres, without including the Jolo (Sulu) Group. 

It then specifies about thirty of the principal Islands, and their 
areas aggregate 298,485 square kilometres. That of course leaves 
a multitude of the smaller islands not specified in- the Guide, but 
covered by the larger area. 

With the relation that the number of square kilometres mul- 
tiplied by 0.386,052 will give the number of square miles, the area 
of the islands specified amounts to I15,238 square miles; and the 
area of all the islands less the Jol6 group, amounts to 137,057 
square miles. 

Further, the statement is generally made that the Archipelago 
of the Philippines contains from I,000 to 2,000 islands; and the 
"Guia Oficial" says the number is more than I,200. 

But in examining the " Derrotero del Archipielago Filipino, 
Madrid," 1879,-that is the Coast Pilot of the Philippines, covering 
more than I,200 pages-we find that the Islas, Islitas, Isletas, 
Islotes, Islotillos and Farallones therein described amount to 583. 
Of course this does not include reefs, rocks or hidden dangers. 

I submit that these figures of the areas, and of the number of 
islands and islets, be accepted by the Society until replaced by 
Government Surveys. 

Very respectfully, 
GEORGE DAVIDSON, 

Prest. 
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